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Background

The use of silver dressings has increased rapidly in recent years in the UK, with the amount spent on such products in NHS Kernow CCG being around £171,895 in 2011/12 and £229,464 in 2013/14, which is a 33% increase in spend. 
The VULCAN study found no evidence to support the use of silver dressings under compression bandaging for the treatment of venous leg ulcers on wounds that were not colonized or infected. Compared with non-silver low-adherent dressings, silver dressings were not more effective in healing ulcers, did not improve quality of life, and were not cost-effective on chronic non-colonized wounds. 

Silver dressings are not recommended for routine use in community, and are restricted to use on critically colonized/infected wounds for a maximum of FIVE weeks only.
Aim of Review

The purpose of this review is twofold:-

1. To ensure that all patients currently using a silver dressing for longer than 3 weeks have had their wounds reviewed for improvement. Where there has been an improvement to the wound the silver dressing can be continued for a further two weeks maximum then stopped. Where there is no improvement to the wound Tissue Viability should be consulted for advice. (tissue.viability@ cornwall.nhs.uk/ Tel:  01726 627595).
2. To highlight where a silver dressing is possibly being changed more frequently than recommended i.e. Acticoat Flex 3 ® should be changed every THREE days not daily, and Acticoat Flex 7 ®/Acticoat 7® should be changed every SEVEN days.  It will also highlight where dressings are being prescribed for quantities greater than the recommended TWO weeks supply.

The Silver Dressing Pathway (Appendix 2) has been included in this pack to aid you with this review.  

 Method

1. Set up the search to identify patients with a silver dressing on their current medication list (evolution). For other computer systems you may be able to set up the search to identify patients who have had a prescription in the last month. When setting up the search ensure that you include the first and last date issued on the report field selection (evolution only,) plus the quantity prescribed. Please refer to the list of silver dressings to include in the search on page 3, or you could run an ePACT search for your practice and run the search to include only the silver dressings used.
2. Export the data into excel, eye ball the last date issued column and delete any patients who have not had a prescription within the last month. 

3. NB. You may need to view the patient’s drug history screen to check for any silver dressings previously used, where a patient may have been changed from one silver dressing to another. 
4. For each patient complete the attached data collection form. (Appendix 1)
5. Prescribing support technicians can complete the data collection form up to ‘Under PN/DN’ only, the final columns to be completed by the practice nurse or district nurse.

6. Practice Nurse or District Nurse to complete the Silver Dressing Review Report form and return to the Prescribing Team by 31st March 2015.
	Silver dressing search  list 
	 
	Recommended 2 weeks supply

	Acticoat Absorbent 2cm x 30cm Wound Dress Cavity,

	all sizes
	

	Acticoat Flex 7 2.5cm x 60cm Wound Dress Cavity,
	all sizes
	2 dressings

	Acticoat 10cm x 10cm Wound Dress Silver Ctd Barrier,
	all sizes
	

	Acticoat 7 15cm x 15cm Wound Dress Silver Ctd Barrier,
	all sizes
	2 dressings

	Acticoat Moist Control 5cmx5cm Wound Dress Silver CtdBarrier,
	all sizes
	

	Acticoat Flex 3 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Silver Ctd Barrier,
	all sizes
	5 dressings

	Atrauman Ag 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Soft Polymer,
	all sizes
	

	Actisorb Silv 220 6.5cm x 9.5cm Wound Dress A/Char+Silv,
	all sizes
	

	Allevyn Ag Adh 7.5cm x 7.5cm Wound Dress Polyureth,
	all sizes
	

	Allevyn Ag Heel 10.5cm x 13.5cm Wound Dress Polyureth,
	 
	

	Allevyn Ag Non-Adh 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Polyureth,
	all sizes
	

	Allevyn Ag Gentle 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Soft Polymer,
	all sizes
	

	Allevyn Ag Gentle Border 7.5cmx7.5cm Wound Dress SoftPolymer,
	all sizes
	

	Mepilex Ag 20cm x 50cm Wound Dress Soft Slc,
	all sizes
	

	Urgotul Silver 15cm x 20cm Wound Dress Soft Polymer,
	all sizes
	

	UrgotulDuo Silver 15cm x 20cm Wound Dress Soft Polymer,
	all sizes
	

	Urgotul SSD 16cm x 21cm Wound Dress Soft Polymer,
	all sizes
	

	Aquacel Ag 4cm x 30cm Wound Dress Protease Matrix,
	all sizes
	

	Aquacel Ag Ribbon 1cm x 45cm Wound Dress Cavity,
	all sizes
	

	Biatain Ag 5cm x 8cm Wound Dress Cavity,
	all sizes
	

	Biatain Ag Adh Sacral 23cm x 23cm Wound Dress Polyureth,
	 
	

	Biatain Ag Adh Heel 19cm x 20cm Wound Dress Polyureth,
	 
	

	Biatain Ag Adh 12.5cm x 12.5cm Wound Dress Polyureth,
	all sizes
	

	Physiotulle Ag 10cm x 10cm Wound Dress Soft Polymer,
	 
	

	PolyMem Silver 12.7cm x 8.8cm Wound Dress Polyureth,
	all sizes
	

	UrgoCell Silver 15cm x 20cm Wound Dress Soft Polymer,
	all sizes
	

	Algisite Ag 30cm/2g Wound Dress Cavity,
	all sizes
	

	Melgisorb Ag Cavity 3cm x 44cm Wound Dress Cavity,
	 
	

	Melgisorb Ag 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Biatain Alginate Ag 3cm x 44cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Silvercel 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress H/Coll,
	all sizes
	

	Silvercel Non-Adherent 2.5cm x 30.5cm Wound Dress Cavity,
	all sizes
	

	Sorbsan Silver Ribbon (+ Probe) 40cm/1g Wound Dress Cavity,
	 
	

	Sorbsan Silver Packing (+ Probe) 30cm/2g Wound Dress Cavity,
	 
	

	Sorbsan Silver Plus SA 19cm x 24cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Sorbsan Silver Plus 15cm x 20cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Sorbsan Silver Flat 10cm x 10cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Suprasorb A + Ag 30cm/2g Wound Dress Cavity,
	 
	

	Suprasorb A + Ag 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Tegaderm Alginate Ag 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Urgosorb Silver Rope 2.5cm x 30cm Wound Dress Cavity,
	all sizes
	

	Urgosorb Silver 5cm x 5cm Wound Dress Algin Ster,
	all sizes
	

	Askina Calgitrol Ag 10cmx10cm Wound Dress Silver Ctd Barrier,
	all sizes
	

	Askina Calgitrol Thin 5cmx5cm Wound Dress Silver Ctd Barrier,
	all sizes
	


	Appendix 1
	Silver Dressings Review data collection sheet
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	To be completed by the Practice Nurses or  District Nurse 

	Pat no
	Silver dressing
	Quantity

	Check no other silver dressings in deleted drugs
	Start date
	Started by
	Under PN/DN (Name)
	Wound type
	MRSA (check swab results)
	Frequency of dressing change?
	Date of last review
	Wound review after 2-3 weeks for improvement (Y/N)
	Tissue viability input required (Y/N)
	Comments
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	Review Conducted on:
	

	Review Conducted by:
	

	No. of patients identified from search:
	

	What were the findings of the review?

	No. of patients on either Acticoat Flex 3®/ Acticoat Flex 7®/ Acticoat 7® receiving > recommended 2 weeks supply 
	No. of patients on silver dressing for longer than 3 weeks without a review
	No. of patients on silver dressing for >3 weeks who have had TV input

	
	
	

	%age
	%age
	%age

	What necessary actions were identified?

	

	What was the result of these actions?

	

	How will you follow up this work?

	

	Review date:
	

	Practice
	
	PN/DN:
	
	Date:
	


Appendix 3 – Silver dressing review report

Key Messages


Silver-containing dressings provide a barrier to and treatment for infection; however, their bactericidal and bacteriostatic properties are inferior to commonly used topical antimicrobial agents. 


Systemic antibiotics are the first line treatment option for systemically infected wounds.


Inflammation is not the same as infection.


Long term use of silver dressings (i.e. greater than FIVE weeks) is not appropriate.


Evidence of the benefit from silver dressings is inconclusive.


Review patients using silver dressings after 2-3 weeks and refer to Tissue Viability if no signs of improvement.


Choice of silver dressing should be guided by the amount of exudate present and the level of infection.


Inappropriate use of dressings containing silver or other antimicrobial agents may contribute to the development of resistant organisms.





Apply formulary silver dressing.  


Choice should be guided by the amount of exudate present and the level of infection. Please use correct dressing size to correspond with wound size.  Dressings can be cut to size.





Appendix 2





No





     Yes





     








Review wound after 2-3 weeks. Improvement?





Continue with silver dressing for further 2 weeks then STOP. Consult Tissue Viability if further advice required or wound becomes recolonised.





Contact Tissue Viability for advice: tissue.viability@ cornwall.nhs.uk 


Tel:  01726 627595  





     








     Yes





     








Is the wound infected/critically colonised/MRSA positive?


Check for signs of infection such as:


Redness, swelling, pain, pus, odour





No





Apply non-silver formulary dressing. 


Refer to online Joint Dressings Formulary for current choice. Link below.


� HYPERLINK "https://www.eclipsesolutions.org/UploadedFiles/152_Joint%20dressings%20formulary%20A4%20final.pdf" �https://www.eclipsesolutions.org/UploadedFiles/152_Joint%20dressings%20formulary%20A4%20final.pdf�
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 Refer to  Joint dressings formulary  for choice 


 





     








         Silver Dressings Pathway
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